CASE ſomuchControverted between“ 
Miſtreſs Anna Levingſlon, Daughter to Sir 
Charls (aſar, and one of the Grand-chul- 
dren of Sir Peter Vanlore the elder, and 
Neece to the Lady Powel, and Wife to 
Thomas Levinyſton Eſquire ; and Fohn Blunt 
and the Lady Sterlin his Wife, Sir Robert 
Crook and his Wife, Henry Alexander alias 
Zmzan and his Wife, and one  brabam 
Vandenbemde, and others; concerning the 
Eſtate Real and Perſonal of the Lady 
opel, late Wife of Sir Edward Powel both 
deceaſed; with the riſe, growth, and pro- 
ceedings of the Differences touching the 
ſame, . . 


lr e V'an/ore, the Fatber, being owner of Two thou 3 Cr. 


ſand five hundred pounds per annum, and poſſeſſed of & 
great Perional Eftate, did by Died ſettle the Iaheritance 

of part thereof (which is now cootroverted by the Lad 
” Sterlin, Lady Cr%k, and Miſtreſs Alexander, e 
Daughters of Sir Peter Vanlore the younger, Son of Sir 
Peter i Ae the elder, now Petitioners in Parliament) 
upon dus Daughter the Lady Pow?! ; the teſt between bee 
and yorg Sir Peter Yanlore his Son, for their lives, and 
after to the Iſſue- male of his Son; and for want of !flue-male of his Son to his 
Daughter Powe, and the iſſucs of bis Soa (which are thoſe three Ladies) and 
of his ſeveral other Daughters children: Of which Daughters, one wes the 
Lady Ceſar (Mother of Miltrefs Leving ten an other the Lady Cm , and 
the fourth, the Wife of h J and ubenade, in ſeveral fifth parts, with an ex- 
preſs Provilo, That if his don (che petitiorers Farther) or bis Ifſucs, ſhall any 
way by Suit, c. diſturb that ſettlement, thut the Utes limirted to him and his 
three Daughter's the now Petitioners in Parliameut ſhould ctaſe, and the Eſtate 
to the other four parts. 


A true Narrative of the + 


By his Will after bis Legacies ( whereof Ooce thouſand pound'a peece wat 


given to theſe three Petitioners) he gave all the chu of his Perſonal Eſtate 
to the Lady ach V anlare bis W. ſe and made her his Execverix 


1641 


1642. * 


uten , Je 
to hi 


| the Lady Ferst e. e be ildreo 

\; which wit Aae breach of the Provil d) 

ted chem quietly to enjoy. And theſe Petitiontrs have at this tbereby, and 

e One thouland pound. per annum of that Eſtate, beſides their One 
d pound a ptece Legacy, and other benefits. 

| The Lady Vanlere us prevailed with, to make one 7 hm Cramp (then a 
Meoial ſervant to Sir Edward Powel, whom he took of a Boy) her ſole Executor. 
intiuft for her Daughter, the Lady Jewel, and that ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of all 
that Eſtate ( which was very great) at ber pleaſure, excluding Sit Edward Powe! 
her Husband to intermeddle therewith. and died Anno 1636. 

{rompron was too ſoon gotten unto 8 good opinion with the Lady ; and ſoon 
after a conſpiracy was ſer on foot to procure a divorce between Sir Eaward and 
his Lady, upon pretence of his incontinency with a lend woman; 2 proſecution 
was thereupon by (rcmpron, and one aue Bradbury, and & atherine Pretty, his 
Eejlow Conſpirators in the High Commiſſion Court (which was nor a little 
countenanced by the late Archbiſhop ; ) but Sir Edward cleared bimſelf, 
and the Coaſpitacy was diſcovered and confeſſed by the Woman before her 
death, that was hired to condemn her ſelf, thar ſhe might accuſe Sir Edward 
Powel. 

Ide next work was to precure the Lady to live apart from Sir Edward Powel 
at Chelſey, where Crompton managed and diſpoſed all her Eftzte at his plea- 
fure ; was become the Maſter of Coach, Footmen and 'ervants ; put what ſer. 
vants about ber (of his poet kinred, and others) he pleaſed ; purchaſed Land, 
Offices, and-many Friends or Adberenis with the Loan of theſe great ſums of 
money be was intrulted withal. 

- Then be fell to vex Sir Edward Powe! with Suits (as a perſon truſted for the 
Lay Powel) at the Comman Law. in Chancery, Court of Requeſts, and Coun- 
cif Table; amongſt which; 694 eatne to bearing in Chancery, where his carti- 
age was proved to be ſuch, that the Lord — aſſiſted with four Judges, 
held him not a perſon fit to be allowed to proſecute for the Lady Powel (in a 
Court of n againſt ber N and for that onely cauſe diſmiſt the 
; Bill: 1 

Thenhe procured the Lady to * a Declaration of the . 
her pover unto other perſons (engaged th bim) as Sir Jo. Daxvers, Mr 

f the Bed · chamber, Secretary Nicholas, — to the that 
in their names, ſeeing he could not in his own, for the 1 
and did ſo to Sir Edwards great vexation, againſt whom he obteined 
in their names divers Proces of Contempt, and Serjeancs at Arma. 
ben he got from the Lady a Declaration under ber Hand and Seal of her 
whole Perſons) Eſtate (being all che rid, both of Sir Peter Vanlores the 
elder, and his Ladies, and her own) to his own uſe (after her desth) which he 
kept 'Dorchant all ber life time, but proſecated violently againſt Sir Edward 
Peri (to get part of it that was in his hands) yet always profeſſed he was bur 
is Steward: for Miſtreſs Loving fon, to whom he ſaid be knew the Lady Powe! 
ber Aunt intended all ber Eſtate, . 
J cbis time Sir Edward Powel ſeveral times got acceſs to bis Wife (when 
— — Country) and divers means were uſed by him to obtaid 
reconciliation ; which by — Friends and podly Divines, was ſometimes 
ox returned, bor oa broken ff 


gotten for a ; bur no ſooner was C 


* ; ir * both their 
4647 ir ad det 1697 proceeded to „ wen > een 
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# Pcticion was proſecuted by Crom;rox and Kath. Pretty tothe 
6ners of the Grear Seal for Alimony , { *kbough they bad t 

| among ther.) This broughe Sir Edward Poet again and kee 
ſelf prvare, beſought the Lords Commillioners ( by his Nephew Mr. 
That a Reference might be made to ſome perſons of integ v br Ir, cc 
compoſe and end all differences between bim and his wife ; which was by their 
Lordſhips made to the Maſter of the Rolls, and Lieutenant. General Ludlow, 
who —— pains therein, but through Centos / default nothing could therein 
be effected. 

Sir Edward Powel thus miſerably uſed and tired out with ſui s and croubles 
Crempton thought it time now to attempt him (by means of one whom he im- 
ployed in bis buſineſs ) to join in a Fine with his Lady for ſetling her Real eſtate 
alſo upon Cromptos ; with promiſe of an end of his troubles, and the Land for 
his life, if he would ſo do. Which he abominating , and hearing alſo that his 
Lady was then ill, and himſelf through age not like co live long, became ex- 
ceedingly deſirous of a perfect reconciliation between him and his Lady, _ 
they eight ( as he declared himſelf ) die in peace and Chriftian charity: 
therefore reſolved to 4 to her to Chelſey where ſhe lived (in s houſe 
which he bad bought about thirty years ſince ) and co imploy his ſaid Nepbew, 
then, and yet a Juftice of Peace, (upon whom he bad ſetled moſt of his Eftate ) 
to aſſiſt him in the compaſſing of that his intention ; wherein he looked for 
(as he had always found) oppoſition from Crempren, Katherine Pretty, Fane 
Bradbury, and others, whom Crempton had placed about his Lady. a 

In order therennto Mr. Powel, by his command and authority under bis hand, Sept: 3. 
on the 3. of Sepremb. 165 1. went to Chelſey to acquaint his Lady therewith, and 
to provide accommodations for his reception, At which time Ne en 
and his Wife were in the Chamber with her _ a Viſic ; but Crompton t 
out of the hoaſe, upon notice thereof came ſaddenly in and endeavoured wich 
ſome violence to hinder Mr. Powels acceſs to the Lady, which begat a ſcuffle 
between them: But at length ſhe underſtanding of his being there, he was te- 
ceived by her into her Chamber ; where having kindly emtertaided him, and ._ __ 
heard his meſſage, ſhe told him ſhe could not believe it, for that ſhe was TY 
ſured her Husband, his Uncle, was dead; (Fot ſo ſhe had been made 
Crompton and bis to believe, and be had entred upon the Lands w 
Sir Edward held for her life in her right:] But being undeceived by relation of 
the rruth thereof, ſhe in a very kind manner told him, That if bet Husband 
pleaſed to come to her, he ſhould be welcome : Aad afterwards deſired him to 
perſwade his Uncle to joyn with ber in the ſetling of her Eſtate according to 
her owa minde, ( which before he would never be to do.) Whereupe 
Me. Powel teturned; and Mr. Leving fox and his Wife, at her defire, ( as "m0 
uſually did) ſtaid there that night, and che next day returned to their houſe 1c 
London, Miſtreſs Levingſton upon her return bome, on Thurſday Septewb. 4. 
found there a Letter di to her from Sir Edward Powe! ( who till then bad 
been much a ſtranger co him, not having ſeen him in above three years before, 
and never thougbt herſelf in bis good opinion) acquainting her with his in- 
tention to go to his Lady, and wiſhing her to acquaint ſome of her Kindred 
therewith, which accordingly ſhe did forthwith impart to Abrabam F and: 


bemde the Ladies Nephew ; and the next day (being Friday Stem 5, 165 40 Sept. $ 


wen again with him to her Aunt to acquaiot ber h; where the 

Katherine Pretty did in her beating (wich . tor e. the 
Lady chat Sir Edward Powel, was dead, and that ſhe knew it to be ſo, and thag 
| He L th "> 1 4 f ar ! 2 ute prick 4 , \ In : 


mom 3 her ) retired herſelf out of a Gallery the was walking in; — 
« little diſcourſe, they fell into a great — which afterwards 3 
fect recorciliation, complaining themſelves to each other of the former un- 
— of their liviog apart; which kindneſs continued till the death of the 
J. 8 

Sir Edvard Powel (who look'd for Cromptons attempt to remove him from 
his Lady again) cauſed his doors to be kept ſhur, and removed from his Lady 
the ſaid Katherine Prerty, Joan Bradbury, Joan Oſwale (Crompton's Neece ) 
Themas Somthwick his Groom, and ſome others, whom be knew would joyn 
with Cremptos to bis prejudice, and who had been active in carrying away bis \ 
goods to a great value out of hit houſe, as ſoon as hey heard of his intention U 
to come thither : and cauſed them, or ſome of them, to be arreſted by Mr.Crook, 
the Under-Sheriff of Middleſex at his ſuit, 

Sir Edward Powel had much the more reaſon to remove theſe people ( being 
all Adherents to Crompton, and diſa ffected to him, and to take care of his own 
ſecurity ) for that he found in the houſe upon his entry ſeveral Evicences under 
{rempten's own hand, that he had been rampering with Sorcerers, and the like, 
touching the Calculation of Sir Edwara'; Nativity, ard the time of his death, 
and found the Schemes and ſuch like trumpery, which manifeſted that wicked- 
neſs ; and withall a Died of De. laration, whereby Crempten had contrived to 
himſelf (after the Ladies death) all het Perſonal Eſtate atoreſald, wherein yet 
was a power of Revocation. 

Crompton and his Complices thus excluded, fall to practiſing how to get in 

ain, and to remove Sir Edward Powel from his Wife per fas aut nefas. 

Firſt, Abraham Vandenbemde (who for ſome rudeneſs on the Lords day in 
Sermon time, ard abuſe to Sir Edward Powel, the Lady would not admit any 
longer) he gets to his party, and to become an Agent for him; ſeeing Sir 
Edward Powel refuſed to admit him, albeit he offered him his ſervice, and 
threarned, if he denied him, he would adbere to Crompton ; and Crompton ſends 

alſo into rbe Conntry for the Lady Crock to act for him, whom ſhe called Son, 

and he her Mother, as appeared by Letters under her hand. 

Tepe, 6. Saturday fix September, he procures Sir John Danvers (an old enemy of Sir 
Edward Pewelt, and à great debror to the ſtate with which Crompron was 
truſted, which be knew would be called in, if the Lady and her Hus band a» 
greed) to ſend a Warrant, late on op vat night, to the Sheriff of Middleſex 
to ſummon & Jury to enquire of a forceable Entry on the fifth of September, 
and detainer.of the Houle at Ghel/ey, before himſelf and two other Juſtices of 
the Peice, with a private Intitnation to conceal the fame from Sir Edward 
Powel, and Maſter Powel bis Nephew (although it were meant of that Entr 
of Sir Edward Powels into his own Houſe, and to bis own Wife as aſoreſaid, 

t. 8. And on Monday morning the Jury appeared, and an Indictment was according. 
ly preferred againſt Sir Edward Powel, and his Nephew Maſter Livingſton and 
his Wife (who were caſually there that day, upon a viſit with the Lady in her 
Chamber, and others) proſecuted by Crempten and his Complices (whom Sir 

Edward bad turned and kept out of doors as aforeſaid) ang after a full Evi- 

dence to the Jury, who knew the credit of the Witne ſſes, being upon the place, 

and the bufineſs managed by eminent Counſel on the proſecutors part, no force 

was found either as to Entry or Detainer: At which time the Lady . 

the Juſtices meeting, and of che ſcandal raiſed agpiot ber Husband, of uſing 


in keeping out ber ſervants againſt ber wil 
vingſten in the preſence perſons to wri 
Es 


was in 
in approbation of v 
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"ye Next he attempted {for rewards) to ſome of his Highneſs ( then 
Lord Generals) Life. guard, to quarter there and be inſtrumeutal to his parpoſe ; 
wherein by a ſecurity from his Highneſs under his hand and ſeal, that parpoſe of 
dis was alſo fruſtrated. 

Afterwards upon an old ſleeping Contempt in Chancery (which was dif- 
charged) he unduly got Proceſs to a Serjeant at Arms, hoping that way to get 
Sir Edward carried away : But Mr Serjeant Middlerow diſcerning the practice, 
continued him a Prifoner with 2 Keeper in his own hoaſe, until the Lords Com- 
miſſioners met, who finding the abuſe diſcharged him. | | 

Theſe practices cauſed *ir Edward Pawel to entertain ax ſervant or two more 
then formerly he had in his family ; both ro ſecure himſelf from ſuch attempts 
of Crompton, and to keep our his Complices, whom be found ro be the Lady 
Crock and Y andenbemde (no deeply engaged with (rompron) Kath. Pretty, 
Joan Bradbury, and ſome others; but free acceſs was admitted to all others 
(as her Phyſicians, Apothecary, and divers of her Friends and other Viſicants) 
ſave ſuch as were known to adhere to Crompton. 

The Lady now perfe&ly reconciled to her husband (and that expreſſed by 
their receiving the holy Sacrament together) and much complaining of tue 
great wrong and abuſe ſhe had ſuffered by means of Crompton and his Com- 
plices, particularly that chey had carried away moſt of the goods out of her 
houſe, and declaring herſelf that ſhe was glad thoſe ſervants were gone, / for 
ſhe meant to put them away « Michselmaſs) began to think of ſetling and dif- 
poſing of her Eſtate. | 

Mrs. Levingſton ( her Neece and God-daughter ) was then with her, as ſhe 
frequently was at other times, took care of her (with much daty and pains in 
her ſickneſs) was the only perſon of her Kindred whom ſhe ſhewed any tender- 
neſs of affection unto. With Mrs. Levingſton ſhe often reſided both in the 
Country and at London, took ſpecial care of her from her childhood, and pro- 
miſed her Mother (the Lady Ceſar) on her death-bed, That (if ſhe bad no 
child of her own ) ſhe would make her her heir, and often after declared the 
ſame, and wht (he loved her as her own child. p 

About thirtecn days after (having prevailed with Sir Edtwgrd Powel to joyn Se 
with her in a Fine of the Deviſes Park in Wiltſhire, and that Fifth part whereof 
her Father had given her the Inhecicance) ſhe cauſed Mr. Juſtice Marburton, 
one of the Judges of che Common-Pheas, to be entreated to come to her to 
Chelſey to take the 1cknowledgment thereof, which accordingly he did; where 
were preſent with the Judge Mr. William Gardiner (the Deputy- Secondary of 
the Common-Pleas) Me. Thomas Haughton ( Clerk of the Fines) and others, 
whom ſl kindly entettained with a Banquet, and cheerful expreffions at their 

arti". 
l She likewiſe about that time ( having revoked the Deed which Crompron had 
gotten of her Perſonal Eftate ) ſealed another to the like purpoſe to Miftreſs 
Leving ſton her Neece, charging it with ſeveral payments after ber death, and 
other diſpoſitions ia the natute of a Will ; and both ſhe and Sir Edward Powel 
her husbaad ſealed an Indenture declaring che Uſe of that Fine (ot part after 
ber death, and of other part after the death of bet and Sir Edward Powel) 
unto Mrs, Levingfton and her heirs. Which Fine and Deeds being now com- 
plained of to be gotten while the Lady was under 2 force, and by practice with 
Sir Edward Powel ; it is remarkable that the force was inviſible to che and 
his Attendants (as they have often teſtified and depoſed) and Sir £4ward Powel 
was not in any thing betteted by the Fines or Deed, no other Eftate 
limited to him thereby then an Eftace for his life, in that part wherein he had ſo 
hefore the mes ed 2nd wae aer in nothing thereby - in e moods on 


ary, 
Feb. 
!, 


ATE WITT if RG "wourooer 
t after Sir Edward Powel died alſo. 

No ſooner was the Lady dead, but ſtrange practices were ſet on foot (by the 
potency of Cromprons purſe) who { as Executor to the Lady Vanlere, in truſt for 
the Lady Powel, and as manager for her) bad all that great Perſonal Eſtate in 
his bands, and all was ro wreft from Mifireſs Leving ſton, both the Real Eſtate 
ſetled upon ber by the Fines aforeſaid (by a Profecution in the rames of tiſt 
Lady Crock, Lady Sterlin, and Miſtreſs Zinzan, as her Heirs at Law) andthe 
Perſonal Eitate intruſted as aforeſaid (by an old c bliterated Deed which Cromp- 
ton ſer on ſoot, as made to himſelf for bis own uſe ia Anno 1642, long before 
that which himſelf had cauſed to be made with power of Revoca'iion.and which 
wis revoked a8 aforeſaid.) Ard by colour thereof, he detained che ſame to his 
death, and ſo doth yer Jean Oſwald his ſiſter and Adminiſtratrix (who was the 
Widow of one Oſwald, Sir Edward Powels Coxchman) Miftrets Levingfton nor 
having been able through manmfold delays to bring ber cauſe to heating for the 
ſame in Chancery, 

licſt, A Proviſo was (by the procurement of Sir Job» Danvers and ſome 
other debtors to the Eſtate, with which Crompron was truſted) gotten to be in- 
ſerted into the AR of Oblivion, among the buddle of Proviſoes that came ia 
together at the laſt paſſing of that Act, exemptiog from pardon Any offence 
that ſpall or may be made appear in the obtaining of any Deed or Fine from the Lady 
Povel in the muneth of September, 16-1, Which was done purpoſely, and by 
deſign to caſt an aſperſion upon Miſtreſs Levirg ſteus Title to the ſaid Eſtate, and 
to make way for that wh ch followed; fecing that no petition or Complaint 
bad then been in Parliament againſt theſe Fines or Deeds, ard the AR it ſelf / in 
the Body of it) d d pot extend to pardon any offence committed within that 
time, wherein the ſaid Fines were levied, and Deed ſealed. 

Secondly, And in Michaclmas Term, 1651. beſore the ſaid Fines, and the 
Proclamations thereupon were paſt, Complaint was made in the Common Pleas 
( by the ſaid Coheirs) s gainſt them as gotten by force, fraud, and practice, to 
theerd to flay the perſecting thereof, and ſuch was the eatneſtueſi of that 
proſecution and the Aﬀidavits of Cremptos his Complices, that one of the 
Judges began to reſent ill the obtaining of them; but after, at leaſt ſixteen days 
Examination, both of matter of Fact, and matter in Law, and of at leaſt fifty 
Witneſſes in that Aichaclmas and Hillary Term after, the ſaid Fines were b 
all and every one of the po of that Court, and (as they declared after Ad- 
vice taken with all the reſt of the Judges of Eng/ana) finally ordered to be pro- 
ceeded in, and petfected: As by the Records ot that Court appeareth in theſe 
words, viz, 


Y: He Juſtices here upon Confideration and Adviſement had touching 
the lald ines, and the Matters complained of againſt the ſame, Do 
this dap declare their Opinions, and do ozder, that all fozmer Rules foz 
anp manner of ſtap in perfecting the ſaid Fines, oz the Pzoclamattens 
the! eupon be diſcharged ; and that the ſaid Fines be p2oceded in and per- 
fected together with the laid Pꝛoclamattons, any fozmer Rale tothe con- 
trary theveof notwithſtanding. By the Court 


Thirdly, That in Hilary Term an Indictment was preſerred ſor a Riot in Mr. 
Powels coming the third of September from his Uncle to ſpeak with the Lady 
Povel (when he was oppoſed by Crompten as aforeſaid) and by making Maſter 
Leving ſton and his Wile (who were never out of the Ladies Chamber) and all 
other (lave the Complices of {rompron)) Defendants, and their Teſtimony be- 


ide therebv taker away ; end Crycmpron, Pre. Bradbury, Oſwald. and the ra? 
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found by the Jury upon the place, and immediately upon the Entry of Sir £4 
ward Powel us aforeſaid) yet another Indictment of Forceable detainer was pre- 
ferred by (rewptox againſt Sir Edward Pond, Mr. Levingſton and his Wile, 
Mr. william Poyel, and about twenty others ( who were all that were in 
the hoaſe, or bad relation to it) and about four years after, Sir Edward Powe! 
being de d, and che Title of the houſe not then known to the other Defendanes, 
Verdict upon the Teftimony of the ſame perſons was gotten againſt Mr: Powel, 
and Mr. Levingfton and bis Wife, who juſtified (Mr. Powe under the Title of 
his Uncle, and Mr. Levingfon and his Wife by the invitation of the Lady Powel) 
and all the te ſt ac quitted. 

This happened by a neat trick of Cromptons, who now that Sir Edward 
Powel was dead (who could have cleared it) gave in Evidence a Title to himſelf 
in that Houſe, by vertue of a Fine which Sir Edward Powe! bad levied {to Bar 
an Intail above Six and twenty years before ) unto Crompton then a youth 
in his ſervice, and to Vaſter Blake ( afterwards Sir Wii Blake , bis 
Scrivener ) bothof that houſe, and all other his Lands in Middleſex, and 
which was mearly in truſt for himſelf, and the Lands, notwithitanding always 
afterwards enjoyed by him and his Wife, and ſetled by him upon his Nephew 
in marriage; which propriety of Cromptens (in point of Law) made the De- 
tainer by Sir. Edward of the Houſe (though his own in Equity) illegal, and ſo 

that Verdict. 

Fifthly, To make all ſure, then the life of Miſtreſs Levington was firuck at, vil. 
and an Indictment was preferred againſt one foar Peterſon, juggeſting that ſhe 1653- 
(by the procurement of Miſtreſs Le»6»gitox (who yet was made no party to it) 
had bewitched the Lady Powe! to death, upon which Pererſow was and 
acquitted. Howbeit upon another Indictment for bewitching one n a 
Seaman (who was hid in a Chamber, and found alive two moneths „ and 
verified by Doctor Scarborough, and other learned Phyſitians, to have languiſh- 
ed of notbiog but a ſickneſs in nature of a Calenture, and had been under the 
hands of Phyfi:ians for cure, eleven moneths before Pererſton knew him) that 

waman loft ber life 1 Va» 1ewbomnde nnd others were heard to ſay, That 

d it not been to ſtrike at Miſtreſs Levingiton life, ſhe ſhould not have been 
proſecuted for that: And Yaudenbemde further confeſſed, That he, Sir Robert 
Crook, and others the Grand- children of Sir Peter Van/ore, had made a Covenune 
and bound it with an Oath, to live and die together in the proſecution of 
Miſtreſs Leviag ſtor, or elſe to have the ſaid Eftate from her. 

Sixthly, An Indictment was by the Conſpiracy of Yandenbemde (and where- Pane. 
of he hath been ſince convicted) preferred againſt Miftreſs Levingites her (elf, 163 2. 
ſuggeſting, That ſhe had poyſoned the Lady Powe! to death, whereof ſhe was 

alſo acquitted : Dr. Bates, Dr. Goddard, Dr. ( alias, ber Phyſitians , Mr: 

Fancon: ber Apothecary, Mr. Stamford and Mr. Page the Surgeons that diſ- 

ſected her, having teftified upon their Oaths, That the ſaid Lady Powe/'s death 

was from natural and common diſeaſes, the Dropſie, Scurvy, Jaundies, and two 

Cancers in her Liver, and not from any preternatural cauſe. | 
ly, Yet (from the ſame malice) was there in Trinity, 165 2. another Trivity 

Iadiment preferred againſt Miftreſs Leving/ton, and others, ſuggeſting, That 1652 

ſhe by Sorcery, Witchcraft, and Love-powder, and other unlawtul means, ſo 

obtained the love of the Lady Powel, that ſhe ſetled her Efate, both Real an 

Perſonal upon her ; and was by thoſe unlawful means wr t upon, and p. 

cured to levy ſeveral Fines, and execute ſeveral Deeds for that purpoſe; v 

otherwiſe ſhe would not have done. This Iadictment being traverſed: 

Grecial Inry returned for Tryal thereof the Prof tors eie wore OE 
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ge ſſes firſt produced by himſelf, and only croſa- examined by Mr. Lt „„ 
but thereby diſtovering bis ard Yandeabewd?s foul practices & confpiracies,vie a 
One 3gainſt The. Green, for ſwearing: (as was pretended ) that Vandinbm © 
put on a Scarf upon one Margaret Auſtin (a Begger ) when ſor went to give 
Evidence at a Trial againſt Mr. Levingſtin) to make her appear a more con- 
ſideralle perſon then ſù was ; Whereas it was confeſled and proved that he did 
put on ſuch Scarf at another time, and ſo the queſtion was only of the point ef 
time; and three of the Jury who tryed chat Cauſe, did depoſe, that they did not 
apprehend that he applied it to any time certain, nor did regard it ſo; yet a 
Ve dict was given againſt the faid Tho. Green, with which the Chief Juftice No 
declared bimfelf to be ſo ill ſatisfied, and the man to be wronged, that he would 
impoſe no im-riſonment or other paniſhment on him, ſave ſome ſmall and in- 
conſiderable Fine for form ſake. 
The other againſt one Mary Gibbs, bis the faid Cromprton's own Witneſs in 
Chancery, (and only croſs-examined by Mr. Levingſton) for depoſing that one 
. Colter, Crompton's Sollicitor, was at fuch a time at a Tavern with Mr. Van- 
denbenide &c. Which although it was alſo depoſed by oath, yet Crompton at 
the Trial produced another very like (fer. and gave teſtimony to the Jury 
that it was he, and not Callet; whereupon a Verdict was gotten, to the diſſatiſ- 
ſaction alſo of the ſaid Lord Chigt Juſtice Ref, as he openly declared. 
In the interim the Lady Crook, Lady Sterling, and Mis. Alexander, (who 
have acted all along with Crompron, and be in Parliament wich them; 
and ſome of them, if not all, agreed ro ſhare with him the Eſtate, and 
make a prey of M's. Levingſtin ) have bern petitioners in ſeveral Parliaments, 
and with Crompton”; purſe, and his ſollicitinge and Witneſſes, bave pur Mr. 
Levi to infinre expence before ſeveral Committees, even to the exhauſting 
of the te given to Mrs. Levingfon; 
But in Mich#elmas Term 1655. finding their Error in comphining to the 
Parliament in matters remediable (if at all ) by rhe ordinary courſe of Juftice, 
they did exbibit their Bilf in the High Court of Chancery againſt Mr, Leringſten 
and his wife, ſerting forth all the force, ſrend end prodicc ſuppoſtu eo —— 
in obtaining the ſatd Fines and Deeds, and praying relief againſt the ſame ; there 
(after a long Debare by Counci! on both fides, and after a time taken and ad- 
viſement bad by the then, and now Lords Commiſſioners of the Great Seal of 
England ) that (oui t declared. Thar they were fully ſatisfied that there was 
no ſuch fraud or practice charged whereapon thut Court could ground 8 
Decree ; and thereupon the ſaid Bil! was ditmiſſed, that Diſmiſſion being ſigned... 
inrolled and exemphficd undet the Great Seal of England, And ſo the Judgmetie 
of both the Great Courts of Law and Equity being paſſed therein, and 
five years poſſeſſion ( after thoſe and ſeveral other Fines levied and Recoveries 
had of the premiſſes) Mr. Levingſton and his wife, for p ment of theit Debts 
by them contracted (by the vexatious ſuits aforeſaid ) in defence thereof, fold the 
Lands to ſeveral Parchaſors for full and valuable conſideration, » | 
And after all this, (And alchough the very words of their Bill in Chancery 
be, and the truth is ſo, That it « the proper objeft of 4 Conrt of Equity tggive 
reliefnggainſi all Conveyance: obtained by prattice, fraud and confpiratie | by 
ordering the parties to makg a Reconveyance, and enjoyning the Cogmi/ter of Fines 
and ol claiming under them or ſuch Deeds, not to give the ſame in Evidence; ) 
the Judgment of that Court hath paſſed thereupon 85 aforeſaid : Yer bye 4x L 
iid Lady Crook ard her ſiſters again exhibited another Petition in this pur. 
TA the ſaid Fines and Deeds, upon the ſame ſuggeſtion of force and | 
c 9brainins thereof 2 
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